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The Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Service gratefully 
acknowledges the support of its major sponsors  

and funders in 2020/21

Waimauku Kumeu
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The 2020/2021 season at Muriwai 
saw an increase in rescue numbers, 
preventative actions and first aid 
attendances compared with the 
previous season meaning our 160 
active lifeguards were kept busy 
during their rostered volunteer 
lifeguard patrol days. Once again, 
we continued the tradition of 
keeping Muriwai Beach New 
Zealand’s ‘safest most dangerous 
beach’.  

Our new Rescue Water Craft 
(RWC) or jetski proved invaluable 
assisting in a number of rescues 
and preventative actions.  It’s 
quick and highly manoeuvrable 
capability demonstrated a positive 
contribution alongside our IRBs.  
Effective and enthusiastic training 
by both trainers and guards was 
such that most patrols now have at 
least 2-3 RWC operators.  

Our SAR Squad (Formerly ECOS or 
Emergency Callout Squad) secured 
2 ‘BP rescue of the month’ awards 
supporting the community outside 
patrol hours.  Once again, we wish 
to acknowledge the incredible work 

the SAR  Squad do supporting 
the broader emergency support 
services 24 hours, 7 days a week.

Lifeguarding
We started the season with a boost 
in numbers of new guards, IRB 
crewpersons and drivers, RWC 
driver training, and first aid training.  
Our awesome instructor team of 
Scruff Ashby, Bryce Pearce, Damian 
Molloy, Glenn Gowthorpe, Laurice 
Sciarone, Dirk van de Woerd, 
Wayne Sutton, David Godfrey and 
Tim Draisey (plus many helpers) 
continue to commit their time to 
ensure current guards are kept 
up to date and new guards are 
continually being inspired to learn 
and join the lifeguard fraternity. 

‘Patrol 6 – The Youngies Patrol’, 
with ongoing mentorship and skill 
training from our more experienced 
guards, continued to provide an 
opportunity across leadership and 
teamwork, with good numbers 
of keen and dedicated young 
lifeguards taking ownership of this 
patrol - and doing a fantastic job. 

The health and safety of our 
members remains a core priority. 
Ongoing engagement with SLSNZ 
and SLSNR ensures proactive 
understanding and fulfilment of our 
commitment to manage all Health 
& Safety requirements.  Wellbeing 
has also been front of minds with 
the challenges we continue to 
face.  Assessing wellbeing risks with 
constant review and engagement 
ensures we provide support where 
needed to our volunteer teams.

Bryce Pearce once again did an 
outstanding job keeping the 
fleet of IRBs and vehicles fully 
operational.  Working together with 
Damion Molloy, we recognise their 
commitment and passion to both 
our RWC programme in addition to  
providing support and training for 
other clubs.

Junior Surf and Rookie 
Programme
13 years ago, Nick and Jo 
Thompson turned up at Muriwai 
not knowing anything about surf 
lifesaving except recognising  
 

President & Chairman Report 2020-21

Welcome to the 2020/2021 Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Service  
Annual Report.  



10  |  Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Service

that it might be a good fit for 
Arabella, their 4-year-old daughter. 
Nick and Jo went on to become 
fully committed to MVLS, seeing 
both their girls go from tadpoles 
to rookies and on to further 
qualifications within surf lifesaving.  
Nick trained to become a lifeguard 
and for the last 5 years led the 
Nippers at Muriwai alongside 
Jo’s strength and support. Nick 
acknowledges the massive 
support network of other parents, 
grandparents, friends & family, that 
make junior surf at Muriwai what 
it is today.  And we acknowledge 
Nick and Jo for their incredible hard 
work and commitment to Junior 
Surf.  Thanks team.

This year, Muriwai’s rookie 
program had a very passionate 
and competent group of aspiring 
young lifeguards. Congratulations 
to the rookies who completed the 
program to a high standard.  The 
program provides an opportunity 
for the rookies to work together, 
learn the values of commitment, 
and to upskill in the lifeguard forum. 

Alongside the rookie program, 
with the incredible support of 
our sponsor Glenn Cotterill from 
PAK’nSAVE Lincoln Road, Nick 
& Jo Thompson are focusing on 
our future leaders of the club 
working with our 14 to 17-year-olds 
to develop their skills under the 

Glenn Cotterill Youth Development 
Fund. The fund provides a pathway 
from Nippers through to Regional 
guarding.  With Cohort 1 underway 
and Cohort 2 being enrolled for 
next season we look forward to 
seeing our new lifeguards develop 
their lifesaving achievements and 
assisting in leadership roles at 
Sunday nippers. 

Surf Sports and Boats
The NZ pool champs in Hamilton 
provided a platform for success 
across a full contingent of juniors, 
seniors and masters. The beach 
season also saw success for our 
junior athletes at the NZ U14 
“Oceans” Champs before the event 
was cancelled half-way through 
due to a COVID outbreak.  The NR 
Senior and NZ Senior champs were 
both cancelled due to COVID.  

The Boaties enjoyed early season 
events, with the senior women’s 
crew picking up some great results 
and a new U19 women’s crew (under 
the guidance of Danny Tenheuvel), 
gaining huge experience. Picking 
up the oars also, was a new masters 
men’s team.  All indications point 
towards another season ahead for 
both new crews.  As always, if you 
are keen, why not give it a go.

Management team
A huge thank you in general to our 
team collectively and individually 

for the positive and proactive 
contribution they continue to 
make.  We are, as always, keen for 
assistance in various supporting 
roles and encourage you to contact 
Kate Ward with expressions of 
interest.  The time commitment 
varies across roles and the team are 
there to provide support at  
all times.    

Communications remain across 
the media platforms of Facebook, 
email and the website.  Thank you 
to Dirk van de Woerd who tirelessly 
updates the website to keep 
content relevant, fresh, and current 
and for his work correlating and 
producing this annual report.  

Further thanks are extended to 
Anthony O’Meara for proactively 
covering all our IT and security 
requirements and to David Peacock 
for the energy and expertise he 
brought to the First Aid position.  

Trust news:  Despite the challenges 
of Covid-19 Muriwai Lifeguard 
Service Amenities Trust (MLSAT) has 
continued to maintain the surf club 
facility to a high standard providing 
both a fit for purpose operational 
base for the Muriwai Volunteer 
Lifeguard Service and a community 
centre for the local community.

Through the year the facility has 
hosted a variety of events for both 
surf life saving, community groups 
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and those from further afield.  Some 
weekends have seen up to three 
events running simultaneously 
which gives a pleasing sense that 
the club has fulfilled its promise as a 
multi-purpose facility.  

In addition to MVLS users the 
facility is a regional asset to the surf 
life saving community with frequent 
use by SLSNR as a training base.  
Our club is a favourite of the SLSNR 
Community Education programme 
with over 1,500 school children 
passing through the facility during 
the season learning the basics of 
water safety. 

The 2019 – 2020 year saw a 
significant drop in external hire 
revenue as a result of the Covid-19 
restrictions first imposed in March 
2020.  Disruptions continued into 
the 2020 - 2021 year however 
MLSAT was able to call on the 
prudent reserves that had been 
built over previous years and keep 
the facility running.

Government Funding: In May 2020 
Central Government confirmed an 
intention to financially support the 
provision of frontline water safety 
and rescue services provided by 
SLSNZ.  This was a game changer 
for the organisation removing 
reliance on short term, high risk 
revenues that were already under 
pressure from Covid-19.  This has 

created certainty and sustainability 
for the surf life saving movement, 
de-risking our future while being 
a wonderful recognition for all the 
many years of volunteer service to 
the community.  

As with any source of funding it 
comes with some extra workload 
to secure our share.  Thank you to 
Rob Buchanan and Mike Ward for 
the focus and extra volunteer hours 
required to secure our applications 
to SLSNZ and the ongoing 
management required.  

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion: As a 
club that values community support 
and involvement at a high level, we 
acknowledge the importance of 
diversity, equity and inclusion in our 
processes.  We continue to develop 
and educate ourselves to help grow 
our understanding and encourage 
open conversations that lead to 
meaningful change. 

Sponsors:  Thank you to our 
fantastic sponsors providing 
invaluable financial backing with a 
special thanks to PAK’nSAVE Lincoln 
Road, Trillion Trust, Auckland 
Council, Foundation North, Lottery 
Grants Board, BP, DHL, TSB, Surf 
Life Saving Northern Region, Surf 
Life Saving NZ, Waimauku Lions, 
Kumeu Rotary, Hallertau, Cottle 
Motors, The Hunting Lodge.  A big 
thank you to Brad Hagstrom for his 

work in the Grants & Sponsorship 
space.

Acknowledgements and in 
remembrance: Sadly, the following 
past and present members passed 
away.  Paul Verrall and Sandy 
McInnes (partner of Alan Bonnici).  
We acknowledge and remember 
them.  May they rest in peace. 

Congratulations to all the prize-
winners at this year’s prizegiving.  
We were excited to be able to run 
the event this year and had lots 
of fun thanking everyone for their 
stand-out work. 

We recognise the fantastic work 
our volunteers do to prevent 
drowning on our beach and value 
the local community members 
and businesses who give their free 
time and support to the club. The 
Management Board are incredibly 
grateful to you all for your ongoing 
commitment to the cause.  We 
hope you have a fantastic 2021/2022 
season and look forward to seeing 
you in the club and on the beach 
doing what we do best – keeping 
Muriwai Beach safe. 

Jo Cooper 
President  
Michael Ward  
Chairman
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The beach conditions continued 
to change throughout the season 
presenting our lifeguards with daily 
challenges around the safest place 
on the beach to place the flags. The 
significant build-up of sand that has 
occurred towards the south end of 
the beach has resulted in some of 
the rocks being covered in sand, 
enticing young families to an area 
of the beach where rips quickly form 
as the sea surges retreat back out 
to sea. Proactive lifeguarding where 
our lifeguards intercept beachgoers 
heading for potentially dangerous 
situations remains our priority. 
Rescue numbers, preventative 

actions and first aid attendances 
were all up on last season meaning 
that our lifeguards are generally 
kept busy during their rostered 
volunteer lifeguard patrol days.

Lifeguard numbers remain 
relatively static at around 160 active 
lifeguards who supported the 57 
weekend and public holiday patrols 
conducted during the 2020/21 
season. The paid lifeguard service 
(PLS) supplied by Surf Lifesaving 
Northern Region continued their 
weekday patrols typically patrolling 
between 10am to 6pm during the 
summer months. The PLS consists 

of up to 7 lifeguards at its peak 
who at times are kept busy by the 
weekday crowds during the summer 
school holiday period. 

The recently introduced Rescue 
Water Craft (RWC) or Jetski, 
proved to be a valued lifeguarding 
tool providing operators with a 
quick and highly manoeuvrable 
method of reaching life-threatening 
situations in areas such as Maori Bay 
to the south and the creek/4WD 
track area to the north. The number 
of lifeguards qualified to operate 
the RWC increased during the 
season such that most patrols now 
have at least 2-3 RWC operators. 
The rollout of the RWC qualification 
will continue into the 2021/22 
season, cementing the RWC 
alongside the IRB on the beach.

Emergency Callout Squad
The ECOS team of 12 local and 
experienced lifeguards continued 
to support NZ Police tasked search 
and rescue situations. The ECOS 

Life Saving Report 2020-21

2020/21 Statistics

Lifeguard hours 7,671
Rescues 49
Assists 55
Major first aid 21
Minor first aid 62
Searches 9
Preventative actions 4074
Persons in preventative actions 23,845

A dramatic and dangerous rescue at 
Muriwai Beach wins Rescue of the Month

The 2020/21 Lifeguarding season saw our volunteer lifeguards continue 
the tradition of keeping Muriwai Beach as ‘New Zealand’s safest most 
dangerous beach’. 
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team secured two ‘BP rescue of the 
Month’ awards earning the club 
$700 in BP Fuel vouchers and the 
recognition from the public and 
other clubs that goes with receiving 
the national awards. The ECOS 
forms a critical element of the 
local Muriwai emergency response 
team, where only MVLS ECOS 
members are tasked by the Police 
to enter the water. The ECOS work 
alongside the local Volunteer Fire 
and Emergency NZ teams, St John 
Emergency Response, NZ Police 
and Westpac Rescue Helicopter 
to keep the public safe 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. MVLS would like 
thank Neil Reid and Shae O’Neill 
for their commitment and service to 

the ECOS in previous seasons and 
wish them well in their endeavours 
as they move out of the local area.

Once again the highlight of the 
ECOS training calendar was the two 
days of helicopter work conducted 
with Auckland Regional Helicopter 
Trust – aka Westpac Rescue. In 
December 2020, 8 ECOS members 
spent two days working with the 
crews from ‘Westpac Rescue’ at 
Orewa Beach and Muriwai Beach, 
undertaking mutually beneficial 
training which is critical for both the 
helicopter crews and our lifeguards. 
Training evolutions included search, 
rescue, flat water and surf winching, 
advanced life support first aid and 
landing zone preparation. The 

Westpac Rescue Helicopter is a 
familiar sight in Muriwai as more 
and more kiwis flock to the west 
coast playground for their fair share 
of adrenaline inducing activities. 
The fact that our lifeguards are 
well versed in operating with the 
Westpac crews further enhances the 
effectiveness of both teams.  

Damian Molloy
Lifesaving Convenor
Glenn Gowthorpe
Head Lifeguard
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I would like to congratulate the 
rookies who completed the 
program to a high standard and 
gave everything a go! The group 
worked well together and showed 
great commitment to upskilling and 
developing as young lifeguards. 

Our rookie program consisted 
of weekly Sunday sessions at 
Muriwai where the rookies took 
part in practical and theoretical 
learning. They also joined patrols 
on the weekends to experience 
lifeguarding firsthand and 
participated where possible.

We ran a rookie camp at Muriwai for 
a weekend where the rookies were 
able to practice many practical skills 
such as first aid and water rescues 
along with some theory lessons. 
We also had a pool session for 
the rookies to learn skills around 

tube rescues. The group was able 
to build on their leadership and 
teamwork skills over the weekend as 
they completed tasks together and 
kept each other accountable. 

Helena Thompson received the 
rookie of the year award this 
year as she always took on new 
challenges with a smile and was a 
great leader for the group. She was 
very committed to the program 
and showed great development 
over the summer. I look forward to 
seeing where she goes within surf 
lifesaving. 

A big thank you is needed 
to everyone who helps make 
this program happen. To Traci 
Mihaljevich, thank you for being our 
manager and keeping everything 
running smoothly, your help was 
much appreciated. To all the 

parents, thank you for your support 
and getting the rookies to where 
they needed to be. Thank you to 
the patrol captains and lifeguards 
for taking the time to teach our 
rookies and supporting them as 
they are introduced to patrols. 
Thank you to the other instructors 
that took the time to pass on 
their knowledge and support the 
rookies through this program. 
These rookies are very passionate 
and will be a great asset to the 
Muriwai lifeguards in protecting our 
community. 

Laurice Sciarone
Rookie Coordinator

Rookie Coordinator’s Report 2020-21

This year we had a very passionate and competent group of aspiring 
young lifeguards participate in Muriwai’s rookie program. 
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Medal Oceans 21
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The beach season also saw success 
for our junior athletes. Medals 
across all age divisions in Northern 
Region and Eastern Region 
championships, culminated with 
a rare gold medal in the U14 Boys 
tube rescue to Ethan McKolskey 
and Mathew Mihaljevich at NZ U14 
“Oceans” Champs, a great triple 
for the cousins; NZ Pool, NR and 
Oceans champions. Mathew also 
tasted success winning Gold in the  
Mount Monster “Mini” Category.

Unfortunately Oceans was cancelled 
half way through due to a Covid 
outbreak and this also interrupted 
the NR Seniors and NZ Seniors 
champs which were both cancelled.  
The Boaties did enjoy several 
warmup carnivals earlier in the 
season competing in Whangamata, 
Orewa, Red Beach, Mt Maunganui 
and latterly the Rangitoto Classic. 
The experienced senior women’s 
crew enjoyed some great results 

and a new U19 girls crew under the 
guidance of Danny Tenheuvel also 
gained huge experience.

We look forward to a phoenix type 
rebirth of a senior sports squad 
this coming season. After laying 
dormant for a few years a great crop 
of young teenage lifeguards are 

prepared to put the hard work in a 
full relaunch for season 2021-22. 

MVLS Sports Committee

Muriwai VLS Sports Activity 2020-21

Muriwai had a successful but Covid interrupted sports season. A full 
team of juniors, seniors and masters competed in the NZ Pool Champs in 
Hamilton finding success across the board. Open women’s relay medals 
were a highlight and also three gold medals in the junior grades.

NR Champs Team 
at Orewa
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Mathew wins the 
Mini Monster
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U12 Girls

Senior and 
Masters NZ Pool 
Champs
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We then put together a women’s 
crew with the goal of NZ team 
selection, however the covid 
pandemic cancelled the trans 
tasman test and the crew went their 
separate ways.

We had some interest in the under 
19 female grade so put together 
a crew consisting of Nadia Leddy, 
Hazel Burgess, Amelia Watt, and 
Esther Mihaljevich, with Danny 
sweeping.

These girls raced quite a few 
carnivals and were showing huge 
improvement, however once again 
covid ended the Northern region 
championships and the Nationals. 
However we did manage to race 
at Whangamata, the ERCs at the 
Mount and the North Islands at 
Waihi.

Ricky’s open girls raced a few 
carnivals, with Nivana, Steph, Kat 
and Alison.

Lisa convinced a few of the Masters 
men to have a go, which saw Darrel 
Watt, Tangaroamana Michael 
(Tongi) and Tim Burgess, pick up 
the oars and start to learn the dark 
art of surfboat rowing. Keep an eye 
out for these keen masters excited 
to have another lash next season.

As always, everyone involved had 
an awesome time in the boats and 

waves – look out for 2021/2022 
season for more ocean fun and 
action.

Danny Tenheuvel
Muriwai surf boats

Muriwai Surf boats 2020-21

We started the season with a great turnout at the Rangitoto Classic with 
three open women’s crews racing and coming away with 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
places respectively.
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Dedication 
Junior Surf is a massive 
commitment, not only for the kids 
but their parents and guardians. 
This commitment will see families 
spend a lot of their life at Muriwai 
Beach and other wonderful aquatic 
locations throughout the North 
Island. Surf Life Saving has a well-
known tagline, “In it for Life,” and 
when you see our nipper’s transition 
from pre-school age through to 
lifeguards at 14 years old, you really 
understand where the phrase is 
coined from. During those 10 years 
both child and parent experience 
together all that Junior Surf offers, 
making friends, sharing unique 
experiences, and bettering their life 
skills. 

Be it holding your child’s hand as 
you wade together for the first time 
into the wash of our West Coast 
beach, through to taking on a role 
supporting others at the club, 
to becoming a lifeguard, coach, 
manager or just helping where you 

can whilst encouraging your child 
and others. By the end of the Junior 
Surf journey all are indoctrinated 
within Surf Life Saving and a decade 
has shot by, and that is the pathway 
for only one child.  Add others or 
grandchildren and it really does 
become a large part of your life. 

For me this is the end of the 
Junior Surf journey. 13 years ago, I 
turned up at Muriwai not knowing 
anything about Surf Lifesaving 
except recognising that it might be 
a good fit for Arabella my 4-year-old 
daughter. The following years have 
been truly incredible for our entire 
family, seeing both my girls go 
from Tadpoles to Rookies and on 
to further qualifications within surf 
lifesaving.  

Personally, I trained to become a 
lifeguard and for the last 5 years 
had the privilege leading Nippers at 
Muriwai. This has been something 
that I truly could not have achieved 
without the massive support 
network of other parents and 

grandparents that make Junior Surf 
at Muriwai what it is today. 

I went into my last season 
wondering what lay ahead following 
last season’s disruption from 
Covid-19 and now in hindsight it 
was a stella time apart from one 
Covid hiccup. That hiccup was 
however a major one for some 
members of the club as it occurred 
during our National event Oceans 
2021 and was difficult for our 
13-year-olds in their last year of 
Junior Surf. Muriwai had a strong 
team of 26 Nippers competing 
against 850 other U12 & U14 
Nippers from around the country. 
Their dedication around training 
had paid off with 11 of the 26 
making it to finals which is a major 
accomplishment. A lot of those 
finals are run on the Sunday being 
the last day of the 4-day event. The 
Saturday night is always a good 
night for parents to come together 
and relax over a drink and dinner 
whilst reflecting on Oceans and 
the season before Finals Day. On 

Junior Surf Report 2020-21 
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that walk home the Covid hiccup 
struck, Auckland was pushed into a 
short notice level 3 lock down and 
the rest of the country level 2 from 
midnight of that night. This meant, 
Finals Day was cancelled and the 
very abrupt end to Oceans 21.  It 
was with a heavy heart the next 
morning we took down the Muriwai 
tent and reflected on what could 
have been. There was however a 
silver lining, well in fact a Gold one, 
with Ethan McKolskey and Mathew 
Mihaljevich winning Gold and the 
National Title in the male U14 
Tube Rescue. Both these guys have 
committed to Nippers since they 
were 5 years old and came through 
with my youngest daughter. This 
meant that I have had the pleasure 

of watching them both grow up, 
therefore it was with immense 
pride I watched them win the gold 
in what is one of the hardest races 
at Oceans and probably the most 
coveted. Not only was this a proud 
moment for the club and parents 
but for me the 5th year in a row 
that Muriwai had won National 
medals at Oceans; something that 
had not occurred for many a year 
beforehand at our club. 

With our early return from 
Oceans, we had our Club Champs 
postponed by a week due to 
weather before it got underway. 
This event has improved year on 
year during my time and with many 
thanks down to Rob and Traci 
Mihaljevich. They have created a 

great day in which everyone from 
within the club has a chance to 
compete against each other and 
help with the set up and running of 
the event. Be it the U5’s in the body 
board race or the U14’s out back in 
the big waves jostling for position 
in the Diamond race, all who take 
part leave the beach with a feeling 
of satisfaction after challenging 
themselves against their peers and 
our unique conditions. 

Club Champs however spells the 
end of the season and the end of 
Junior Surf not only for me but a lot 
of other families who have come 
along for the ride. It is at this point 
you realise how these individuals, 
parents and children have grown 
within our community. The hours 
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everyone has put into the club, the 
friendships that have been made 
and more importantly the next 
generation of lifeguards that have 
been raised. 

Muriwai is one of New Zealand’s 
most dangerous beaches, its 
popularity grows with each season 
and all that take part in helping it 
to be a safe beach for all to enjoy 
should be highly commended. For 
me I now step aside from Junior Surf 
knowing that I have played a small 
part alongside all the many others 
to help save lives. 

As for the future, with the kind 
support of our sponsor Glenn 

Cotterill from PaknSave Lincoln 
Road, I will support our future 
leaders of the club by helping our 
14 to 17-year-olds develop their 
skills whilst giving back to our 
Nippers under the Glen Cotterill 
Youth Development Fund. This Fund 
provides a pathway from Nippers 
through to Regional Guarding and 
with Cohort 1 underway and Cohort 
2 being enrolled for next season 
I look forward to seeing our new 
lifeguards develop their lifesaving 
achievements whilst seeing them 
back on the beach on a Sunday 
playing a leadership role helping 
our Nippers and future generations 
of life savers. 

Before I sign off and hand over to 
Richard Duckworth who replaces 
me, I need to thank my wife Jo for 
all that she has done alongside me 
supporting myself and our children 
Arabella and Helena on their 
journeys to becoming lifeguards, 
plus the support she has provided 
to Nippers as a whole. I wish 
Nippers at Muriwai all the best and 
know it will continue to grow from 
strength to strength.  

Nick Thompson 
Junior Surf Lead  



34  |  Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Service



Annual Report 2020-2021 Season  |  35

Delegate to SLSNR Report 2020-21

Kia Ora
Season 2020 / 21 saw more 
significant developments than 
several previous seasons. It kicked 
off late pre-season with a remit to 
remove 2 members of the SLSNR 
Board that was not ultimately 
passed by the quorum of Auckland 
Delegates who voted on the remit.

There followed a great deal of 
good that emerged from the early 
contention. SLSNR Management 
Board engaged an independent 
review of the structure with a 
number of consultative meetings 
with groups of Auckland clubs 
expertly managed & chaired by 
James Buwalda.

Excellent progress has been made 
with the way SLSNR engage with 
clubs and partner with SLSNZ. 
Delegate meetings have morphed 
from a 3 hour plus talk fest to a well-
prepared hybrid online / in person 
outcome driven meeting that 
allows Delegates from out of town 

to log in easily for participation. 
Minutes from previous meetings are 
received shortly after the meeting 
has taken place, operational 
reports are also issued well in 
advance and general business is 
called for in advance so it can be 
addressed constructively during 
the meeting rather than deferred. 
Having the CEO from SLSNZ, Paul 
Dalton, participating to give the 
parent body perspective, plus 
answer any questions immediately 
& directly has proved invaluable 
in communication. Both bodies 
plus clubs are very much feeling 
their way with the shape Central 
Government Funding will take in 
the future particularly in relation to 
CAPEX.

It is fair to say time demands, 
burnout and the ever-tightening 
labour market have meant churn in 
volunteer & paid levels at SLSNR 
with the loss of a number of key 
personnel.     

At the end of the season, a 
significant milestone was reached 
with unanimous support of the 14 
existing clubs for the incorporation 
of Bayleys Beach. Welcome! 

I would like to thank and express 
heartfelt respect for the volunteer 
expert work, input & guidance from 
the Muriwai Management Team and 
SLSNR Board. How fully employed 
working day professionals find the 
time and energy to do such a great 
job simply amazes! 

Brendan Barry-Walsh
Delegate to SLSNR
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2020/2021 Performance Report
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Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Service Inc.
100 Jack Butt Lane, Muriwai Regional Park, Muriwai Beach, Auckland

PO Box 526, Kumeu 0841, Auckland
Phone Lifeguard Service: (09) 411 8055, Surf Club: (09) 411 8045 

www.muriwaisurf.org.nz


