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The Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Service gratefully 
acknowledges the support of its major sponsors  

and funders in 2019/20

Waimauku Kumeu
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Over the course of the 2019/2020 
season our dedicated lifeguards, 
backed up by our committed 
local Emergency Callout Squad, 
provided 7,338 hours of monitoring 
and surveillance to ensure safe 
swimming areas for visitors to 
Muriwai. As a united force, we 
work together to make sure that 
everyone who visits one of the 
country’s most popular sandy 
stretches leaves safely and we work 
strategically to educate visitors 
and increase preventative actions, 
ultimately reducing the drowning 
toll across all our beaches.

With the impact of Covid-19 cutting 
the patrol season short, special 
mention goes out to our Emergency 
Callout Squad and support team 
who ensured they were sufficiently 
prepared and equipped to assist 
should they be called upon to do 
so. Junior surf was enjoying the 
excitement of Oceans when we 
started to hear about how serious 
Corona virus was becoming. Best 

laid plans for the end of season 
celebration and prizegiving were 
placed on hold as the country 
moved to Level 4 lockdown 
causing a 3-month postponement 
of the event. The celebration and 
recognition was finally enjoyed on 
Saturday 27 June bringing a unique 
event to a well-attended group of 
kids and parents alike. 

Management team
Our Management team continued 
to grow in strength and numbers 
welcoming Rob Buchanan into 
the Finance and Administration 
Convenor role and Brad Hagstrom 
supporting Grants, Sponsorship, 
and fundraising. Bryce Pearce put 
his experienced hand up for the 
Health and Safety role alongside 
his Powercraft Officer and overall 
club support roles. At this time, we 
wish to thank and acknowledge 
Jaime Rose Peacock for the energy 
she brought to the Welfare Officer 
position, recognising this area 
continues to grow in focus. A huge 

thank you in general to our team 
collectively and individually for the 
positive and proactive contribution 
they continue to make.

Lifeguarding
We started the season with a boost 
in numbers of new guards, IRB 
crewpersons and drivers. A huge 
thanks to the instructors Scruff 
Ashby, Bryce Pearce, Damian 
Molloy, Glenn Gowthorpe, Laurice 
Sciarone and many helpers for all 
their hard work in enabling the 
candidates to become lifeguards, 
crewpersons, drivers & rock rescue 
competent guards. 

The addition of ‘Patrol 6 – The 
Youngies Patrol’ has proven very 
successful, with good numbers 
of keen and dedicated young 
lifeguards taking leadership of this 
patrol and doing a fantastic job. 
Thanks too for the mentoring and 
experienced support provided by 
others supporting this endeavour.

President & Chairman Report

We would like to welcome you all to the 2019/2020 Muriwai Volunteer 
Lifeguard Service AGM. Once again, we have enjoyed another active and 
busy patrol season supporting high numbers of beach goers to Muriwai 
Beach and Maukatia (Maori Bay).     
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The health and safety of our 
members remain a core priority. 
We continue to work with SLSNZ 
and SLSNR to ensure proactive 
understanding and fulfilment of our 
commitment to manage all Health 
& Safety requirements. 

Improving communications across 
media platforms continues to 
develop with the management 
team working on some exciting 
initiatives during the off season 
months. We will ‘communicate’  
this with you all as updates come  
to hand. 

Once again a big thank you to 
the powercraft team headed by 
Bryce Pearce that continues to do 
an outstanding job keeping the 
large fleet of IRBs and vehicles fully 
operational. You may have noticed 
a new addition to the powercraft 
‘fold’ quietly sitting in the gear 
shed. With great excitement we 
can now include our brand new 
Seadoo to our Rescue Water Craft 
(RWC) list. We wish to acknowledge 
Trillian Trust for their support. 
Keep an eye out for up coming 
training schedules run by our highly 
skilled trainers. Once full training 
is complete, we look forward to 
seeing the Jetski complement 
our IRBs to further enhance visitor 
safety and lifesaving procedures on 
our beach. 

Junior Surf and Rookie 
Programme
Under the ongoing stewardship 
team of Nick & Jo Thompson, 
Junior Surf was once again a hive 
of positive energy and activity on 
a Sunday morning with supportive 
and interactive parents taking the 
lead both pool and beach side. 
The season commenced with a 
series of age group camps, setting 
the tone for another energy laden, 
interactive and incredibly well 
organised junior season.

A strong contingent of newly 
qualified guards under the 
guidance and support of Laurice’s 
rookie programme bolstered guard 
numbers alongside JS parents. 
We were pleased to support 
Laurice’s successful application 
to the SLSNZ BP Leaders for Life 
Program for the 2020/2021 season. 
The program emphasizes the 
development of leaders at a local 
level to work collaboratively with a 
focus on SLSNZ sustainability. With 
Laurice’s passion for instruction and 
training, the program provides an 
opportunity for her to grow existing 
skills alongside being challenged to 
develop new ones. 

Surf Sports
Our surf boat teams had an exciting 
and event filled 2019/2020 season. 
Muriwai Moonshine won Gold and 
Silver medals across numerous 

Open Mens surfboat events, 
alongside representing SLSNZ in 
the Open Mens Surfboat  
crew (OAR-BLACKS) competition  
in Australia. 

Muriwai Meerkats competed in an 
Australian event of a different sort, 
becoming the first New Zealand 
club to have a female crew compete 
in the George Bass Surfboat 
Marathon, an event known as the 
toughest surfboat event on the 
world Surfboat Calendar. Sadly, 
due to the bushfires, the event was 
cancelled part way through – read 
the teams full story further on in the 
annual report.

The whole surf boat section team is 
eager to boost numbers of rowers 
within the club, focussing on junior 
and womens crews. Feel free to get 
in touch with any of the teams for 
another exciting 020/2021 season.

News and updates
Trust: The impact of COVID-19 
on the Trust reflected in the 
cancellation of club events – both 
corporate and community. The 
strengthened financial stability 
from 2018/2019 season assisted 
with ‘weathering the storm’ and 
ongoing focus by the Trust board 
working smartly and tirelessly will 
enable financial stability through 
challenging times. 
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Delegates: Active involvement and 
participation at all SLSNR Delegates 
Meetings remains increasingly 
crucial with the depth and scope of 
the SLSNR team member reports 
and number of matters covered 
increasing. Muriwai recognise 
the importance of participation 
and continues to have a 100% 
participation record with typically at 
least 2 from the club in attendance.

Diversity and Inclusion: As a club 
that values community support 
and involvement at a high level, 
we acknowledge the importance 
of diversity and inclusion in our 
processes. We are developing  
and educating ourselves to help 
grow our understanding and start  
to create an open conversation  
and awareness to lead to 
meaningful change. 

Sponsors: Thank you to our 
fantastic sponsors providing 
invaluable financial backing with a 
special thanks to Pak n Sav Lincoln 
Road, Trillian Trust, Auckland 
Council, Foundation North, Lottery 
Grants Board, BP, DHL, TSB, Surf 
Lifesaving Northern Region, Surf 
Lifesaving NZ, Waimauku Lions, 
Waimauku Rotary, Hallertau, Cottle 
Motors, The Hunting Lodge.

Government Funding: As you 
are no doubt aware Central 
Government announced, new 

funding for surf lifesaving in May 
of this year. Central Government 
funding will contribute $9.4m to 
the annual costs of providing surf 
lifesaving services to the public. 
Just like it is for ambulance and 
other similar rescue and community 
services, this only pays for part 
of the full cost of delivering an 
essential rescue service. Funding 
for surf lifesaving services will 
continue to be a ‘joint effort’ 
between Central Government, 
Local Government and the wider 
community in its many forms, such 
as sponsors and grant funders 
and the general public through 
donations. SLSNZ has further 
work to do with Government 
to understand what the 
accountabilities will be and what we 
need to do to get additional funds 
at a club level therefore at this stage 
we remain in a BAU status pending 
further engagement. 

Acknowledgements and 
in remembrance: Sadly, we 
acknowledge the passing of 
members of MVLS in the last year. 
We acknowledge and remember 
them. May they rest in peace. 

Roger Thomas
Vic Coulsen
Evan Thomas 
PJ (Peter) White 
Ross Scholes      

Finally, we look forward to 
enjoying this year’s prizegiving 
with you following the 2020 
AGM. Congratulations to all the 
prizewinners and thank you for your 
stand out work.

We also need to make mention 
of the efforts of all our volunteers 
and local community members 
and businesses who give their free 
time and support to the club. The 
Management Board are incredibly 
grateful to you all for your ongoing 
commitment to the cause. We hope 
you have a fantastic 2020/2021 
season and look forward to seeing 
you in the club and on the beach 
doing what we do best – keeping 
Muriwai Beach safe. 

Jo Cooper 
President

Michael Ward
Chairman 
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The summer of 2019/20 was 
fantastic weather wise which saw 
Muriwai Beach and surrounds busy 
with an ever increasing range of 
beachgoer activities and associated 
land and surf-craft. While the 
season was cut short by about 5 
weeks by the COVID-19 alert level 
4 declaration, MVLS worked behind 
the scenes to ensure that the club 
could still muster an Emergency 
Callout Squad that was sufficiently 
prepared and equipped to conduct 
in-water rescues and first aid 
assistance should they be called 
upon to do so.

With Auckland’s sprawling suburbs 
creeping ever closer to Muriwai 
Beach, late afternoon and evening 
beachgoers are increasing in 
number and staying longer to 
enjoy the balmy summer evenings. 

Similarly, tourists were tending  
to stay at the beach longer to  
enjoy dinner on the beach and an 
evening swim prior to the magical 
sunsets that Muriwai is now Insta-
famous for.

Patrolling
With the ever-increasing range of 
beach activities and surf craft in 
use at the beach, our lifeguards 
were often required to assist 
outside of the flagged area. With 
surfers and rock fisherman at one 
end of the beach and jet-skis, 
foilers and kite surfers at the other, 
maintaining the flags and swimmers 
in the safest area of the beach 
is always our priority. Proactive 
lifeguarding where our lifeguards 
warn of dangers and intervene 
with preventative actions before 
dangerous situations evolve into full 

blown rescues remains our  
‘modus operandi’

The addition of ‘Patrol 6 – The 
Youngies Patrol’ has proven very 
successful, with good numbers 
of keen and dedicated young 
lifeguards taking leadership of 
this patrol and doing a fantastic 
job. Patrol 6 is the future of MVLS, 
thanks to those leading and those 
mentoring this patrol, keep up the 
great work! 

Lifeguard numbers and hours have 
remained static season-on-season 
with an increasing level of ‘episodic 
volunteerism’ becoming the norm. 
Busy lives, regional traffic issues and 
the time cost of committing 100% 
to being a volunteer lifeguard all 
impact on the lifeguard numbers 
available to patrol on any given 

Life Saving Report

2018/19 Statistics

Lifeguard hours 7,942
Rescues 33
Assists 27
Major first aid 24
Minor first aid 50
Searches 15
Preventative actions 3,150
Persons in preventative actions 8,400

2019/20 Statistics

Lifeguard hours 7,338 
Rescues 28  
Assists 53
Major first aid 5
Minor first aid 131
Searches 5
Preventative actions 4333
Persons in preventative actions 13,119
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weekend. Our patrol captains and 
committee are constantly looking 
at innovative ways to encourage, 
retain and attract lifeguards  
for our ever important role at 
Muriwai Beach. 

Surf Lifeguard Award
Over the course of the 2019/20 
season our amazing Surf Lifeguard 
Award Instructors, Scruff Ashby, 
Laurice Sciarone and Wayne 
Sutton, motivated and coached 11 
candidates to successful completion 
of the Surf Lifeguard Award. 
Welcome aboard everyone! You can 
now look forward to consolidating 
the skills taught on the course, 
getting some hands on lifeguarding 
experience and then expanding 
your skillsets through the range of 
courses offered in Surf Lifesaving. 

IRB Training
Our stalwart Powercraft Officer and 
Instructor Bryce Pearce, qualified 1 
new IRB driver and 4 lifeguards as 
IRB Crewpersons. To their credit, 2 
of the new crewpersons were super 
keen and eager to put their new 
skills to use, performing IRB rescues 
on their first weekend patrol as 
qualified IRB crew.

  IRB Crew Award:   1

  IRB Driver Award:   4

Frist Aid Training
With the increasing number of 
first aid incidents in and around 
Muriwai Beach,  a  large number 
of our lifeguards have made use of 
the winter months to upskill  and/
or refresh their first aid skills. Having 
well trained and experienced first-
aiders allows us to provide often 
life-saving first aid to those in need 
prior to St John or Westpac Rescue 
arriving to assist. Thanks go out to 
our training and first aid officers 
who keep this important element of 
our service going

24/7 Emergency Callout  
Squad. (ECOS)
The ECOS consisting of 14 local 
lifeguards approved and tasked by 
the NZ Police for search and rescue 
operations maintained their skills 
and availability throughout the 
year, including over the COVID-19 
lockdown levels. Specialist PPE 
and training was made available 
to ensure that any callouts during 
lockdown levels 2, 3, and 4 would 
not put our lifeguards at undue risk 
of COVID-19 infection.

The ECOS attended 7 callouts 
during the 19/20 season with the 
most challenging being that for a 
young surfer who was swept north 
from Maukatia (Maori) Bay on to 
the rocks and tragically drowned. 
The callout squad worked frantically 
to locate the victim and then 

attempted to perform a rescue in 
very challenging and dangerous 
conditions. While a successful 
rescue was not possible, the ECOS 
assisted the NZ Police and local 
Muriwai Fire Brigade throughout 
the operation including the 
subsequent location of the body 
some two days later. 

A highlight of the ECOS training 
calendar was the training day 
conducted with Auckland Regional 
Helicopter Trust – aka Westpac 
Rescue. 9 ECOS members spent the 
day understanding the landing zone 
and rescue requirements of the new 
‘Westpac Rescue’ helicopter and 
then conducted simulated rescues 
and winch operations in sizeable 
Muriwai surf. The Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter is a familiar sight in 
Muriwai, residents can feel safe in 
the knowledge that our lifeguards 
are qualified and experienced in 
working closely with this critical 
response asset.

Thanks to the ECOS members, your 
24/7 dedication and professionalism 
is especially appreciated by the 
year-round beach users and locals 
of Muriwai Beach.

Damian Molloy 
Lifesaving Convenor    

Glenn Gowthorpe 
Head Lifeguard 



16  |  Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Service



Annual Report 2019-2020 Season  |  17

Firstly, I would like to congratulate 
all those that participated in this 
year’s program, and unfortunately 
we had a bit of a short end to 
the season and weren’t able to 
compete in the rookie challenge 
due to coronavirus. The rookies 
this year worked well as a team 
and were very keen to learn. They 
also completed their work to a high 
standard throughout summer and 
will be great lifeguards in the future. 

Our rookie program consisted 
of weekly Sunday sessions at 
Muriwai where the rookies took 
part in practical and theoretical 
learning. They also joined patrols 
on the weekends to experience 
lifeguarding firsthand and 
participated where possible.

We had a rookie camp at Muriwai 
for a weekend where the rookies 
learnt many valuable skills in areas 
such as first aid and water rescues. 
A pool session was another part of 
the camp to learn more technical 
skills like tube rescues. Working 
together throughout the weekend 
helps to build teamwork and 
leadership skills that are vital to 
lifeguarding. 

Emma Chapman received the 
rookie of the year award this year 
for her commitment to the rookie 
program, her ability to work in a 

team and guide others, also for 
putting in the hours to gain patrol 
experience. 

Finally, a big thank you to everyone 
that went out of their way to make 
the program so successful. Firstly, 
Caroline Chapman, thank you for 
being our manager and all the 
help to ensure the program ran 
as smoothly as it did. To all the 
parents, thank you for your support 
and taking the time to get the 
rookies to where they needed to 
be. All the patrol captains and 
the Muriwai lifeguards for sharing 
your experiences and teaching our 
rookies on patrol. Pipi Maloney, 
Oliver Eadie and Cole Ashby, thank 
you for helping with the rookie 
program and camp where you were 
able to, you guys are a big help. 

Personally, I was very humbled to 
be accepted into the BP Leaders 
for Life Program for the 2020/2021 
season. This program has given me 
an exciting opportunity to learn new 
skills and develop existing ones. I 
hope to bring these skills back to 
Muriwai to help develop the club 
where I can. I believe that the club 
and members would benefit from 
the implementation of a program 
aimed to develop our lifeguards 
into instructing roles. This would 
provide a stepping stone for those 

interested in passing on their 
knowledge and help to develop 
our lifeguards. Additionally, along 
with some key members in the club 
we are looking to run an under 
20’s camp for the beginning of 
next season. This will work towards 
the younger lifeguards achieving 
qualifications which will improve 
their lifeguarding skills and their 
ability to keep the public safe. I look 
forward to being involved in these 
programs and seeing the benefits, 
through the development of our 
younger lifeguards. 

Laurice Sciarone
Rookie Coordinator

Rookie Coordinator’s Report
This year we had a very energetic and skillful group of individuals 
complete the rookie program at Muriwai. 
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The goal
In 2018 while competing at the 
2018 Team Navy ASRL Open as the 
New Zealand women’s surfboat 
crew, Ricky Butt was handed a flyer 
for the 2020 George Bass Surfboat 
Marathon (GBM). The GBM is 
known to be the toughest surfboat 
event on the world Surfboat 
Calendar. Without much hesitation 
Ricky and two of the longest 
standing female surfboat rowers 
at Muriwai VLGS, Alison and Jess, 
agreed it was a challenge worth 
tackling. 

Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Service 
would become the first New 
Zealand club to have a female crew 
compete in the GBM.

The preparation
The full team comprised 13 
dedicated volunteer lifeguards with 
four rowing at any one time over the 
course of the event. The team was 
led by Ricky Butt. Included in the 
team were four support members 
working on the logistics on and off 
the water. The 2020 Muriwai MVLS 
George Bass team is as below: 

The build-up and logistics to 
this event required months of 
preparation, dedication, hours of 
training and hours of fundraising. 
The average week of training for the 
crew of 13 involved three strength 
and conditioning sessions per week, 
two long distance rowing machine 
sessions and two long distance 
rows in the surfboat on Saturday 
and Sunday (averaging 15-20km per 
session). Of note was the weekly 
Thursday night group strength 
and conditioning sessions with our 
trainer, John Russell. These sessions 
pushed us mentally as a team and 
developed a cohesiveness we 
otherwise would have lacked. By 
the end of the 9 month prepetration 
phase we felt mentally and 
physically primed for the GBM.

Through the generous support 
of our Muriwai MVLS, Airhull Ltd, 
Waimauku Lions Club, longstanding 
and past club members, friends, 
family, multiple other supporters, 
community members and 
businesses, we were able to realise 
our fundraising target of $30,000.

The Event
Three weeks out from the event, 
team leader and sweep Ricky, 
suffered a severe achilles injury 
which meant he wasn’t going to 
be able to sweep the event. The 
team kept their spirits high and 
were able to find a fill in sweep from 
Freshwater Surf Club (NSW). Ricky 
continued to lead the team both 
in the final weeks leading up to the 
event and once in Australia. 

The crew departed for Australia on 
Boxing Day, arriving in Batemans 
Bay some eleven hours after landing 
in Sydney. What should have been 
an easy four hour drive was turned 
into quite the challenge due to road 
closures from bush fires. We had 
three days until the event started. 
We prepared the boat, putting our 
sponsor’s logos on the boat and 
oars and installed our rolling seats. 
With the bush fires surrounding the 
New South Wales Southcoast the air 
was thick with smoke and ash was 
washing up on the beach. It was a 
challenge for everyone to adjust to 
the conditions. 

On the 29th December the first leg 
of the race started from Batemans 
bay to Moruya. The crew was in a 
“ding dong” battle with the Broulee 
crew for third and fourth. The 
second day saw a similar outcome 
finishing a mere 5 strokes behind 
the Broulee crew.

Sitting comfortably in 4th position 
tailing Broulee, the 3rd day was 
to be completed on a lake due to 
forecast gale force winds. We were 
feeling confident as the conditions 
favoured our lighter crew. At 6am 
on day 3 we received notification 
that the entire event had been 
cancelled due to fires escalating 
to an uncontrollable state in and 
around the course. Whilst this 
was devastating at the time, this 
was absolutely the right call. The 
fires devastated the homes and 
livelihoods of many involved in the 
GBM and the wider community. 

After the event cancellation
As soon as we received notice our 
Australian based sweep, David 
McGuire of Freshwater Surf Club 

Athletes  Support Crew

Ricky Butt Sweep (injured) Shane and Charmaine 

Mark Goodhew Manager

Alison Craigie Rower Claire and Lance Craigie

Jessica Parkin Rower Rose and Brent Wright

Kathryn Wright Rower Jeremy Woolerton

Nivana Johnson Rower William (Doug) Wilkins

Steph Gleeson Rower Alex Robinson

Louise Ayling Rower

Mandy Lardenoye Rower

Nikki Jones Rower (Orewa SLSC) Mate Botica

David Maguire Sweep (fill in from 
Freshwater Surf Club)

Muriwai Meerkats 2019/2020 Season Wrap Up
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advised that we needed to get out 
of Batemans Bay and head north 
within the next hour based on the 
direction and speed of the fires. We 
packed up and headed north to 
Sydney getting as far as Mollymook 
SLSC before the road ahead was 
closed as fire approached it. Unable 
to proceed, the Mollymook surfclub 
opened their club house to the 
Muriwai VLGS crew and other crews 
from across Australia caught in the 
same situation. Locals provided us 
with bedding and food. Despite the 
circumstances, we were still able to 
enjoy the company of our trans-
tasman clubbie mates for a once in 
a lifetime New Year’s Eve. With no 
power and only the company  
of those around us we debriefed  
on the last week’s events over a 
scratch meal prepared by a crew 
from Noosa. 

Two days later the road north 
opened, and we were able to get 
north to Freshwater Surf Club where 
David had organised for us to stay 
in the Freshwater SLSC clubhouse. 
Again, locals provided us bedding 
and we set up a Whare in the board 
room. This was home for the next 
four days until we headed back to  
New Zealand. 

A few members of the team and 
support crew, including Ricky 
Butt, stayed in Batemans Bay with 
the intention of heading south to 
Melbourne. Unfortunately they 
became trapped with road closures 
and actually ended up stuck in 

Mollymook not long after the rest 
of the crew had managed to leave 
and get to Sydney. Ricky eventually 
made it to Melbourne after almost a 
day and a half of waiting in a traffic 
queue for a police escort which 
would allow 100 cars to travel. 

Our thoughts on the experience
Although the event did not go 
as planned, the devastation the 
fires caused to communities of 
the New South Wales South Coast 
that we witnessed puts everything 
into perspective. We are lucky to 
have been supported by our club, 
sponsors, and wider community 
to have made the trip over there 
and feel humbled by the support 
we received from Mollymook and 
Freshwater SLSCs. Our hearts go 
out to the communities devastated 
by the bushfires and we hope to 
return one day to complete the 
event and give back to those 
communities where we can. 

We would like to thank the Muriwai 
VLGS, Airhull, Waimauku Lions 
and all individual and businesses 
who contributed as well as all who 
attended our fundraising events. 

The GBM is now firmly on the 
‘unfinished business’ list for Muriwai 
VLGS Surfboat section!

The remainder of the  
2020 season
After returning from the GBM, 
four members of the crew (Steph, 
Nivana, Kat and Alison) continued 
to race for the remainder of the 

surf boat season. Kendall Dooley, 
a member of the Open Mens Surf 
Boat Crew, taking on the role of 
sweep for rest of the season with 
Ricky still out due to injury. 

The crew achieved some great 
results, particularly considering  
all of their efforts so far had  
been based around long distance 
racing rather than the usual  
sprint distance. 

Meerkats Results:
North Island Long Course Surf Boat 
Champs (Waihi) – Third
Eastern Regional Championships 
(Mount Maunganui) – Third  
(long course), second (short course)

Northern Region Championships 
(Omaha) – First  (long course), first 
(short course)

New Zealand Championships 
(Gisborne) – Second (short course)

New Zealand Surf Boat Series  
– Third
Plan for the future
There will definitely be some form 
of Meerkats crew competing in the 
2020/2021 season. The whole surf 
boat section is trying to increase the 
number of surf boat rowers within 
the club, focussing on getting some 
junior crews started as well as more 
womens crews. 

The Muriwai Meerkats
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Planning for this year’s season 
commenced in the middle of 
the winter, with parents and kids 
itching to find out about the 
upcoming season and how they 
could help out. Everyone enjoyed 
the midwinter catch up, hatching 
plans for the upcoming season 
over brunch and reconnecting after 
being apart from each other for a 
few months. 

Plans were quickly implemented 
with club registrations opening 
up in June for those wanting to 
kick the season off by taking part 
in the Northern Regional Pool 
Champs at the end of July and 
National Pool Champs at the end 
of August. These events are open 
to all our U12 and U14 year old 

nippers and involve a wide range of 
lifeguarding themed events such as, 
swimming with fins, tube rescues, 
swimming under obstacles and 
swimming whilst carrying a brick. As 
with all competitions the kids had 
opportunities to train with sessions 
taking place from 27 June through 
to the National Pool Champs. The 
training sessions took place at our 
countries National Aquatic Centre 
on Saturday mornings and at our 
local Muriwai pool, Fools Pools 
on Sunday afternoon. We were 
extremely lucky to have Dougie 
back coaching the kids this season. 
Being a Black Fins coach, he has 
some super star friends such as 
Commonwealth Swimmer Carina 
Doyle who helped out with some of 
the pool sessions, much to the kids 

delight. After these planned regular 
training sessions, it was competition 
time and things went our way  
with multiple medals being won 
at both events and of notice Luca 
Joint-Rotondo claiming 2 national 
records in the rescue medley and 
brick carry. 

By early September with the pool 
training and competitions behind 
us it was time to catch our breath 
before diving head first into the 
surf lifesaving season. With plans 
set in the middle of the year the 
season rolled out as planned with 
club registration taking place for 
those new to the club on Sunday 
20th October. Post the registration 
event this year all those involved 
in coaching and managing the 

Junior Surf Report & Plans 

In 1786 Robert Burns’ wrote a poem to a mouse and it is that poem that the 
phrase, “The best laid schemes of mice and men,” was coined from. The 
phrase means no matter how carefully a project is planned, something may 
still go wrong with it and this certainly applied to our 2019 – 2020 season.   
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club took part in a Good Sports 
Community workshop, which 
provided them some insights into 
how to get the best out of our 
young people. Now the prework 
had been done it was time for the 
main affair with our first  
club day taking place on Sunday  
3 November. 

This season we had chosen to 
run all of our age group camps 
at the very beginning of the year. 
Although this meant a heap of 
dashing around and organisation 
the benefits it gave to our nippers 
to get to know each other and 
bond were tremendous. The U14 
camp took place on Saturday 
2nd November and ran into our 
first club day and included a 
great team building event at the 
obstacle course in Matakana, where 
everyone ended up covered in mud 
and smiles. This set the tone for the 
U12 camp the following weekend 
and then the U10 camp on the 
following weekend. Both of these 
camps remained local and involved 
their own team building events.  

Whilst these camps took place, 
the planned seasons normal club 
activities continued. Mid-week 

training kicked off at Mairangi Bay, 
with the U12 and U14’s starting  
on Wednesday 30th October 
and the U10’s joining these older 
nippers on Mondays from 4th 
November. These mid-week training 
sessions were extremely well 
attended throughout the season 
and coached by Dougie, Samalulu 
Clifton with the U10’s having 
Arabella Thompson coaching them.  
As the weather improved and the 
sea and air temps warmed up an 
extra Saturday training session was 
added at Muriwai. 

Equipment wise, we kept our 
good fibre glass boards based 
at Mairangi Bay, locked in our 
secure trailer and added to our 
armoury of competition ready knee 
boards with 6 new Sonic boards. 
Whilst back on the West Coast 
we invested in more foam knee 
boards which are perfectly suited to 
our challenging conditions giving 
the kids confidence and safety. 
Not to be left out our youngest 
members of the club our U5 and 
U7 tadpoles scored a new fleet of 
boogie boards. Our gear shed and 
purpose-built kneeboard trailer are 
now stocked with some of the latest 
equipment thanks to our continued 

support of our major sponsor 
PaknSave Lincoln Road. The 
PaknSave support was extended 
to a major investment to a New 
Zealand first, the development 
and implementation of a digital 
signing in and out system for all 
our nippers. The system involved 
every nipper being issued with a 
wristband that were waterproof and 
could be scanned by smart phones 
issued to the age group managers. 
The system enabled Nippers to 
be electronically signed in and 
out from the beach on club days, 
whilst giving club management 
emergency contact information at 
their fingertips and the ability to 
complete digital risk assessment 
form. The system has been entered 
into the Northern Region awards 
under the innovation category and 
currently being considered.  

With the camps and mid-week 
season now under full steam 
ahead and Christmas approaching 
quickly it was time to participate 
in the Northern Regions first 
interclub event at Orewa on Sat 
30 November. This event for 
U10’s through to U14s is purely 
participation and gives our nippers 
a great chance to settle into the 
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standard junior surf lifesaving 
events. With the first half of the 
season almost completed the  
only major event left before 
breaking for the holidays was to 
hold the clubs Christmas Party on 
Sunday 15 December. This seasons 
party which marks the Christmas 
break was as fun packed as previous 
years with food trucks, the regular 
Santa appearance and a packed  
slip n slide.  

After a well-deserved holiday 
period, the second half of the 
season kicked off as planned with 
the U10 to U14 age grouped nippers 
heading North to Ruakaka on 
11th January for the 2nd Northern 
Region Interclub. This event is 
always well attended and as in 
previous years had a beach holiday 
feel to it. That holiday feeling 
quickly became a distant memory as 
the senior part of the club had their 
weekends stacked back to back with 
the following events:  
• 1-2 Feb Northern Region 

Championships at Omaha 
• 8-9 Feb Rookie Camp
• 15/ 16 Feb Papamoa Camp
• 23 Feb Club Camps 
• 27 Feb – 1 March Oceans National 

Championships held at Mount 
Maunganui 

These events mean the club splits 
with the U12’s and U14’s being 
absent from the club days during 
most of February, but at the same 
time giving them some amazing 
experiences. This year’s Oceans 
was the club’s best competition in 
club history. Luca Joint – Rotondo 
won a gold in the flags and Mathew 
Mihalijevich achieving an incredible 
double bronze in both the U13 
run swim run and the extremely 
gruelling Diamond event. On top of 
this the number of Muriwai athletes 
who made it to finals was standout 
this year. With finals day seeing 6 
finalists with 3 U13 boys being in 
the one final. Competing in big 
conditions on every day ended 
up with Muriwai being placed 1 
point behind Mairangi Bay and 5 
points behind Orewa and doing 

noticeably better than any of our 
other local West Coast beaches. 
I personally can’t wait to my final 
Oceans next season and have my 
accommodation booked for it,  
25 – 28 Feb 2021.  

It was around the time of the 
excitement of Oceans that the 
world started to hear about how 
serious the Coronavirus disease was 
becoming. This disease changed 
rapidly not only the plans for our 
season end but New Zealand and 
the world by becoming a global 
pandemic. This meant that during 
the last few club days of the 
season the disease landed in New 
Zealand and everyone was placed 
into lockdown in their homes for 5 
weeks. Our prize giving and end of 
season celebration planned for 22 
March had to be postponed by not 
just 5 weeks but what turned out to 
be 3 months. The club manged to 
eventually end up celebrating our 
season on Saturday 27 June and 
although not to plan, resulted in a 
unique event which brought joy to 
all who attended.  

Nick Thompson
Junior Surf Lead
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Delegate to SLSNR Report for 2019/20 Season

Muriwai being an active part of all 
Delegates Meetings is increasingly 
crucial with the depth and scope 
of the SLSNR team member 
reports, number of matters covered 
increasing. Muriwai recognise 
the importance of participation 
and continues to have a 100% 
participation record with at least 2 
from the club in attendance.

One of the ongoing challenges for 
SLSNR has been to maintain and 
increase funding for the benefit 
of their member clubs. Not only is 
there increasing competition for 
funding from other organisations 
but also a shift in focus from 
existing benefactors such as 
Foundation North and fluctuating 
fortunes of Lottery Grants Board. 
The NLS Trust has performed well 
with an indication pre CV19 of 
roughly $370k being able to go 
directly to club’s core operations.

The announcement recently 
from the Government to partially 
fund SLSNZ directly for the first 
time in history will mean a shift 
in governance, reporting and 
compliance which is still in the 

early stages. The task of the 
Constitutional Review Committee 
has become even harder aligned 
with the reduced likelihood of being 
able to successfully produce and 
adopt a current constitution any 
time soon.

As well as abruptly ending the 
season, level 4 lockdown also meant 
the May delegates meeting was by 
way of Zoom and it proved to be 
a reasonably successful operation 
with focus remaining on items to 
hand – amazing how a crisis can 
give a bit of perspective on what 
is important. The speedy rollout of 
online workshops by SLSNR was 
a success in a number of forum 
subjects. There was some very 
useful discussion with agreement 
from clubs that individual beach 
patrolling hours should be flexible 
on a needs basis rather than a rigid 
9 to 5 Labour Weekend to Easter 
template. Plus a desire for more 
beach sharing, i.e. sports focussed 
clubs to give their members west 
coast patrolling experience.

Investment in enhancing the digital 
radio network continued with the 

reliability of use being very good 
this season. More clip-ons in the 
way it can be used plus connection 
with supporting emergency services 
will continue.

There are plenty if not more than 
usual challenges for the next season 
onwards and we would like to thank 
the team members at SLSNR for 
their hard working enthusiasm in 
our dealings.

Brendan Barry-Walsh
Delegate to SLSNR
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Club Welfare Report

The previous 18/19 was very much 
about establishing welfare policies, 
systems and processes with safety 
checks, and child safety policies. 
This year saw us implementing 
technology to support the 
safeguarding of our Tadpoles  
and Nippers.

MVLS trialled a technology which 
allowed Junior Sports team 
Managers to sign the children into 
the club with a phone application.  
The children were issued with a 
wristband, and by holding a phone 
to the wristband, it scanned the 
child into the club for the week. 
When they left the club at the end 
of the session, they had to find their 
Manager and scan out.  What a far 
cry from a paper and pen!

A couple of times, there were 
children that didn’t sign out at the 
end of the session. The Manager 
was able to identify who was 
missing and could call the parent’s 
details which were also logged in 
the app. Thankfully we didn’t have 
missing kids, and it was because 

the parents had left without letting 
us know!  It became part of our 
weekly drill that the children had to 
remember their bands, sign in and 
sign out.

This initiative really made a massive 
difference to the administration 
involved with the management of 
our teams and ensuring the safety 
of our groups. We are incredibly 
grateful for the support of our 
Sponsors which have allowed us to 
purchase this incredible app.

In addition, welfare was a big focus 
for our club this year. Welfare can 
be applied to a range of issues 
(concerns of abuse; mental health; 
post-traumatic stress, etc.). MVLS 
had no welfare incidents reported 
to Jaime (our Welfare Officer) 
this season which we are grateful 
for.  Jaime attended a one-day 
workshop run by SLSNR, which 
provided guidance on how to 
detect welfare issues within our 
clubs and how to safeguard our 
members and provide support. 
This support includes access to 

counselling helplines, specialist 
services, training we can access  
for our members, and resources 
that we can distribute throughout 
our club.

NZer’s have inherently had a “she’ll 
be right” attitude, but welfare and 
wellbeing can no longer sit on 
the periphery. We encourage all 
team members to speak up if they 
are concerned for someone (or 
themselves), or to make contact 
with the Welfare Officer if they 
aren’t sure what to do. We are 
looking forward to the coming 
seasons, where we can further 
embed welfare as part of our culture 
and for our members to know that 
as members of MVLS, they are 
cared for and supported.

Jaime Rose-Peacock 
Welfare Officer

19/20 was a great season for progressing welfare initiatives at MVLS.
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2019/2020 Financial Report
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Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Service Inc.
100 Jack Butt Lane, Muriwai Regional Park, Muriwai Beach, Auckland

PO Box 526, Kumeu 0841, Auckland
Phone Lifeguard Service: (09) 411 8055, Surf Club: (09) 411 8045 

www.muriwaisurf.org.nz


